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AP Literature and Composition

Sample Essay Questions for The Stranger 

· Underline the tasks and specifications of each question.

· Write the outline subtopics you will need to answer each question.

· Select #3.

· Complete an outline that answers, in note form, each of the tasks of the question.

· Write an introductory paragraph that meets all the criteria noted on the Kafka essay sample introductory paragraph handout.

· Bring this outline in ______________.  This will help you prepare for the in-class essay on The Stranger.
1. Camus, in writing about The Stranger, said the “Meursault is the man who answers but never asks a question, and all his answers … alarm a society which cannot bear to look at the truth.”

Write a comprehensive character analysis of Meursault in which you include discussion of Camus’ statement.

2. Simone Weil wrote during the Nazi occupation of France:

“Nothing is so rare as to see misfortune fairly portrayed.  The tendency is either to treat the unfortunate person as though catastrophe were his natural vocation or to ignore the effects of misfortune on his soul: to assume, that is, that the soul can suffer and remain unmarked by it- can fail, in fact, to be recast in misfortune’s image.”

Has Camus represented misfortune- the character’s, the country’s, modern man’s- accurately?

3. Frequently in works of fiction (novels, plays, narrative poems) an important character violates the laws, the conventions, the rules of conduct in a society.  In presenting such characters and actions, an author’s purpose may be

a) to arouse our sympathy for the character who is violating the rules of society;

b) to divide our interest sharply between sympathy for the character and desire to support the principles of society;

c) to arouse our “satiric mirth” at the character who is violating the principles of society;

d) to laugh with the character at the conventions that are being violated.

Write a well-organized essay, illustrating in some detail two or more of these purposes.

