Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 1


A, AN – not, without; unusual or irregular

A or AN at the beginning of certain words gives those words a negative meaning. Typical means ordinary or expected. When one places an A in front of the word, it means its negative or its opposite. Atypical means unusual or unexpected. The following words act in the same manner.

Agnostic – (ag nos' tik) [A = not + GNOS = to know] A noun or adjective. One who does not know whether there is a God. She lost her former faith and became an agnostic.

Amoral – (ā mawr' ul) – without moral standards; neither moral nor immoral; unable to distinguish between right and wrong. Infants are amoral.

Anarchy – (an' ur ke) [AN = not + ARCH = ruler] – without a ruler; political disorder and confusion. The overthrow of the government resulted in anarchy.

Anecdote – (an'ik dot) [AN = not + EKDOTOS = given out] – originally, not published; merely a short account of some interesting or humorous incident. The teacher enlivened her lesson with humorous anecdotes. 

Anemia – (un ne' me uh) [AN = without + HEM = blood] – without blood; a deficiency of red corpuscles in the blood. The young boy was weak due to anemia.

Anesthetic – (an is thet' ik) [AN = without + ESTHET = feeling] – without feeling; a drug causing one to be insensitive to pain. The woman was give an anesthetic before her operation.

Anomaly – (uh nom' un le) [AN = without + HOMO = same] – not the same (as others); a rare exception; something that is not normal. Charles Darwin wrote, “There is no greater anomaly in nature than a bird that cannot fly.”

Anonymous – (un non' uh mus) [AN = without +  ONYM = name] – without a name; having an unknown or unacknowledged name. The donor of the patient's kidney wished to remain anonymous.

Asymmetrical – (ā si met' ri kul) or asymmetric [A = not + SYM = together + METER = measure] – not measured together; not having both sides exactly alike. The model was concerned that his face was not symmetrical.

Atheist – (ā the ist) [A = without + THE god] – one who is without a God; one who denies the existence of God. Because he was an atheist, he refrained from saying grace at dinner.

Atypical – (ā tip' kul) – not usual, normal, or expected. The audience was surprised by the atypical song choice of the violinist – “We will Rock You” by Queen.


