Ms. Cornelius/English
                                 Vocabulary List 10

BIO = Life

The root BIO, meaning life, combines with SYM, meaning together, to form an interesting word – symbiosis, the living together of two dissimilar organisms, usually for the benefit of both. For example, the hermit crab lives among the lethal tentacles of the sea anemone and is protected from its enemies by the stinging power of the tentacles. The anemone, on the other hand, is carried in the claws or on the back of the hermit crab to new feeding grounds. Thus, the symbiosis is beneficial to both.

Autobiography (awt uh bi ahg’ ru fe) [AUTO = self + BIO = life + GRAPH = to write] – NOUN – an account of a person’s life written by that person. The autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is a classic.
Biodegradable (bi o di gra’ duh bul) – ADJECTIVE – capable of being broken down by living microorganisms and absorbed by the environment. She switched to a biodegradable detergent, which would not pollute the streams. 
Biofeedback (bi o fed’ bak) – NOUN – a technique for consciously regulating bodily function thought to be involuntary, as heartbeat or blood pressure, by using an instrument to monitor the function and to signal changes in it. She found that she could slow her pulse by using biofeedback.

Biography (bi ahg’ ru fe) [BIO = life + GRAPH = to write] – NOUN- a written account of someone’s life. Carl Sanburg wrote the biography of Abraham Lincoln.

Biology (bi ahl’ uh je) [BIO = life + LOGY = the study of] – NOUN – the study of plant and animal life. Biology includes botany and zoology.
Biopsy (bi’ op se) [BIO = life + OP = sight] – NOUN - literally means to look at live tissues; usually used to mean the examination of tissues removed from the body. The biopsy revealed that the cancerous growth was benign.
Biosphere (bi uh sfir) – NOUN - the part of the Earth, extending from its crust out into the surrounding atmosphere, in which living things exist. Many parts of the biosphere remain to be explored.
Symbiosis (sim be o sis) [SYM = together + BIO = life] – NOUN – the living together in close union of two dissimilar organisms, often to mutual benefit. The symbiosis of algae and fungi forms lichens.
Symbiotic (sim be ot ik) [SYM = together + BIO = life] – ADJECTIVE – living together in a close relationship, often to the benefit of both. In a symbiotic relationship, ants protect defenseless aphids and then “milk” them for honeydew.
