Ms.Cornelius/English
                                     Vocabulary List 13


CIRCUM – Around

CIRCUM always means around. A circumference is the outer boundary line around a circular area. To circumnavigate the globe is to go around it. A circumstance [CIRCUM = around + STA = to stand] is literally something standing around. Perhaps the circumstance that is standing around and keeping you from going to a movie is lack of money.

Circuit (sir’ kit) – noun - the regular journey around a territory. The newspaper boy made his usual circuit. Also, a closed path followed by an electric current. When the circuit was interrupted, the lights went out. Also, an arrangement of electrically or electromagnetically connected components. Computers use integrated circuits.
Circuitous (sur kyo’ uh tus) – adjective - roundabout; winding. Because she didn’t know the way, she took us by a rather circuitous route. His speech was full of circuitous arguments that led nowhere.

Circumference (sur kum’ furnts) [CIRCUM = around + FER = to carry] – Noun – the outer boundary line around a circular area. In our math class, we learned how to find the circumference of a circle.
Circumlocution (sur kum lo kyo’ shun) [CIRCUM = around + LOC = to speak] – Noun – a roundabout way of saying something. Saying “A number of other commitments will make it impossible for me to find the time to attend the meeting” would be a circumlocution for the simple statement “I can’t make it to the meeting.”

Circumnavigate (sur kum nav’ uh gate) [CIRCUM = around + NAV = to sail] – Verb – to sail around. Magellan was the first person to circumnavigate the globe. 
Circumscribe (sur’ kum skrib) [CIRCUM = around + SCRIBE = to write] – Verb – to limit; to confine. The rules of the private school circumscribed the daily activities of the students.

Circumspect (sur’ kum spekt) [CIRCUM = around + SPEC = to look] – Adjective – cautious; careful to consider possible consequences. She was circumspect in making suggestions to her temperamental boss.

Circumstance (sur’ kum stants) [CIRCUM = around + STA = to stand] – Noun – a fact of event accompanying another fact or event. Because of the circumstances at home, I had to give up the trip I had planned.

Circumvent (sur kum vent’) [CIRCUM = around + VEN = to come] – Verb – to get around or to overcome by artful maneuvering; to prevent. By offering a small wage increase, the management hoped to circumvent a walkout.
