Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 15


CRED – to believe

In the Middle Ages, it was customary for servants to carry the prepared food from the kitchen to a small side table in the dining hall, where, in front of the master and his guests, one of the servants would taste the food to show that it was not spoiled or poisoned.  This side table came to be called a credence (belief or trust), and today in France, A side table is till called a credence and in Italy a credenza.  Today in the U.S, a side table is sometimes called a credenza. Our English word credence no longer refers to our trust in the food we eat, but we still speak of having credence (belief or trust) in what we read and in what people tell us.

Credence – (kre’ duns) Noun - Belief; acceptance as true.  They should not have given any credence to the rumor.

Credentials – (kri den’ shuls) Noun - Documents that cause others to believe in one.  The credentials she brought from her last job were excellent.

Credibility – (kred uh bil’ uh tee) Noun - Trustworthiness.  No one ever questioned his credibility.

Credit – (kred’ uh bul) Noun - Trust, as financial credit; a source of honor, as a credit to one’s family.  She always paid cash rather then asking for credit.

Credulity – (kred’ ut) Noun - Tendency to believe readily on too little evidence; gullibility.  Her credulity made her easy prey for anyone with a hard luck story.

Credulous – (kri dO’ li tee) AdjectiveBelieving too readily in too little evidence; gullible.  Only a credulous person would be taken in by such ads.

Creed – (kreed) Noun - A formal statement of religious or other belief, as the creed of a church.  She learned to repeat the Apostles’ Creed.

Discredit – (dis kred’ ut)[DIS not + CRED to believe] Verb - lit. Not to believe; to distrust; to destroy belief in.  Because the newspaper articles had discredited the mayor, he resigned.

Incredible – (in kred’ uh bul) [IN not + CRED to believe] Adjective - Unbelievable.  The amount of work she could do in an hour was incredible.

Incredulity – (in kri dO’ li tee) [IN not + CRED to believe] Noun - Tendency not to believe readily; skepticism.  As he listened to their excuses, his incredulity was obvious.

Incredulous – (in krej’ uh lus) [IN not + CRED to believe] Adjective - Not believing readily; disbelieving.  When she heard she had won the prize, she was incredulous.

Miscreant – (mis’ kree unt) [MIS less + CRED to believe] Noun - Originally, an unbeliever in religion; now, an evildoer or criminal.  The police were trying to round up the miscreants.


