Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 17


DEM – people
Many words have changed their meanings over the centuries, some having changed so much that they now mean almost the opposite of what they meant originally. Demagogue is an example.


First used at the time of the Peloponnesian War, the demagogue (DEM people + AGOG leader) referred to a leader or orator who championed the cause of the common people of Athens in their fight against the aristocrats of Sparta. Gradually throughout the years, however, such leaders began pursuing their own interests rather than helping the people, and today a demagogue is a political leader who makes impassioned appeals to the emotions and prejudices of people to gain personal power.
Demagogue – (dem´ uh gog) [DEM people + AGOG leader] – originally, a leader of the common people; now, a leader who stirs up the people by appealing to their emotions and prejudices to win them over quickly and thus gain power. Interested only in gaining personal power, the candidate was a demagogue.
Demagoguery – (dem´ uh gog uh re) [DEM people + AGOG leader] – the methods or practices of a demagogue. Her campaign speech was pure demagoguery. 
Democracy – (di mahk´ ru sē) [DEM people + CRAC to rule] – lit. people rule; government by representatives elected by the people. More countries are now choosing democracy.
Demographic – (dem uh graf´ ik) [DEM people + GRAPH to write] – lit. writing about people; pertaining to the study of human populations, especially their density, distribution, and vital statistics. The 2000 census gathered a wealth of demographic information. 
Endemic – (en dem´ ik) [EN in + DEM people] – native to a particular people or country, as an endemic disease, which occurs only among certain people, or an endemic plant or animal, which is found only in a certain location. The snail darter, an endangered species, is endemic to the Little Tennessee River. 
Epidemic – (ep uh dem´ ik) [EPI upon + DEM people] – lit. upon the people; a disease or other abnormal condition spreading rapidly among many people. The flu epidemic caused many absences from work. 
Pandemic – (pan dem´ ik) [PAN all + DEM people] – lit. among all the people; widespread. The economic depression was pandemic. 
