Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary list 18

DICT – To speak
The word addict has had a long history.  In Roman law, to addict a person meant to turn that person over to a master by sentence (speaking) of the court.  Through the years, addict has kept something of its old meaning in that it now refers to turning oneself over to a habit, which can, of course, be a master.

Abdicate (ad’ di kaat) [AB away + DICT to speak, proclaim] ---lit. to proclaim away; to renounce formally a throne or high office.  The king abdicated the thrown.
Addict (uh dikt’) [AD to + DICT to speak] --- lit to speak to or to sentence oneself; to give oneself habitually or compulsively to something.  He was addicted to alcohol.

Contradict (kahn tru dikt’) [CONTRA against + DICT to speak] --- to speak against; to assert the opposite of what someone has said.  I didn’t dare contradict her.

Dictate (dik’ taat) --- to speak or read something aloud to be recorded by another; to give (speak) orders or commands.  The boss dictates his letters slowly.

Dictator (dik’ taat ur) --- one whose speech is to be taken as the final word; one who orders others around; a tyrannical ruler.   The small country was ruled by a dictator.

Dictatorial (dik tu tor’ ee ul) --- speaking and acting in a domineering or oppressive way.  The crew resented the dictatorial manner of the foreman.
Diction (dik’ shun) --- choice of words in speaking or writing.  She used excellent diction, always choosing exactly the right word.  Also, enunciation in speaking or singing.  His diction was so clear that he could be understood at the back of the auditorium.
Dictionary (dik’ shu ner ee) --- a book containing the words of a spoken language.  I’d be lost without my dictionary.

Edict (ee dikt) [E out + DICT to speak] --- lit. a speaking out; an official decree.  The edict of Nantes granted toleration to the Protestants in France.

Jurisdiction (joor us dik’ shun) [JURIS law + DICT to speak] --- the right to interpret (speak) and apply the law; legal power to hear and decide cases; the extent of such judicial or other authority.  The case was not within the court’s jurisdiction.

Predict (pri dikt’)  [PRE before + DICT to speak] ---lit. To speak beforehand; to foretell.  The Bureau of Meteorology is predicting a late spring. 

Valedictorian (val uh dik tor’ ee un) [VALE farewell + DICT to speak] --- a student, usually of the highest scholastic standing, who gives the farewell speech at commencement.  As valedictorian of her class, she gave a good speech at graduation.
