Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 2


AMBI, AMPHI– around, both

In Roman times, candidates who were competing for public office wore white togas so they could be seen easily in the crowds they wandered through while seeking political support. Ambi referred to being around others, and eventually the word evolved to ambitio, which meant one seeking to be bribed to gain votes. In the fourteenth century, the word came to mean ambitious in the English language. It lost the idea of seeking bribes and began to mean “eager to succeed or advance.”

Ambience or Ambiance – (am' be uns) [Ambi = around] A noun. The surrounding atmosphere. The decayed porch and broken windows gave the old house an eerie ambience.

Ambiguous – (am big' yoo us) [Ambi = around + agere = to drive] (In the old days, this meant to drive around in an uncertain manner because there were so few roads.) An adjective. Today, ambiguous means uncertain or having two possible meanings. From his ambiguous reply, I could not tell whether he was complimenting me or insulting me.

Ambitious – (am bish' us) An adjective. This originally meant going around for votes. Today, it means having a desire to succeed. The student was very ambitious; she wanted a 4.0 GPA, but she was taking four AP classes and playing sports.

Amphitheater –  (am fuh the' uh ter) A noun. An oval or round structure with tiers of seats around an open space. A few years ago the Skyview High School graduation was held at the Clark County Amphitheater.

** In the preceding words, Ambi or Amphi means around. In the following words, Ambi or Amphi means both. **

Ambidextrous – (am bi dek' strus) [Ambi = both + Dextr = right hand] An adjective. It literally means BOTH right hands; more specifically – able to use either hand with equal ease. The boy was a great tennis player because he was ambidextrous.

Ambiguity – (am bi guoo' uh te) [Ambi – both] A noun. The quality of having two possible meanings. The best novels are ambiguous, leaving the reader to determine the “universal truth” that is communicated.

Ambivalence –  (am biv' uh lunt) –  A noun. Having conflicting feelings towards someone or something. The freshman student was ambivalent about starting high school; he was excited about leaving middle school, but he was scared about the challenges that he would face at Skyview.

Ambivalent – (am biv' uh lunt) An adjective. Having conflicting feelings toward someone or something. The five-year-old had ambivalent feelings toward his new sister; he was excited to have a sister, but he was also afraid that she would get all of his parents' attention.

Amphibian – (am fib' e un) [AMPHI = both + BIO = life] A noun. AN animal or thing that lives or operates both on land and in water such as: a frog, a salamander, a toad. Because the frog was an amphibian, he was able to live comfortably on land and in water.

Amphibious – (am fib' e us) [AMPHI = both + BIO = life] An adjective. Being able to live or travel on both land and water. Aqua Man is an amphibious superhero; he can live on both land and under water comfortably.


