Ms. Cornelius/English
        Vocabulary List 23 


FID – faith

Did you ever wonder how Fido got his name?  He’s called Fido because he’s faithful to his master.  The root FID always has something to do with faith.  Fidelity means faithfulness, and infidelity means unfaithfulness.  If you are confident, you have faith in yourself, but if you are diffident [DI not + FID faith], you don’t have faith in yourself; you are shy.

Sometimes, as in confide and several others of the following words, CON is used merely as an intensive, giving more emphasis to the root that follows.

Bona fide (bo’nuh fiid) [BON good + FID faith]—lit. in good faith; genuine.  They make a bona fide offer on the house.  The museum has a bone fide painting by Gauguin.

Confidant (kahn’ fuh dant) [CON (intensive) + FID faith]—lit. a person one has faith in; a person one confides in.  Her dad had been her confidant for years.

Confide (kun fiid’) [CON (intensive) + FID faith]—to show faith by sharing secrets.  I’d never confide in people who gossip.

Confident (kahn’ fud unt) [CON (intensive) + FID faith]—having faith in oneself, self-assured.  My brother was confident as he walked onto the stage.

Confidential (kahn fuh den’ chul) [CON (intensive) + FID faith]—marked by intimacy or willingness to confide.  What I am going to tell you is confidential.

Diffident (dif’ uh dunt) [DIF not + FID faith]—not having faith in oneself; shy.  The youngster was diffident about speaking in public.

Fidelity (fi del’ uh tee)—faithfulness.  His fidelity to the party platform was questionable.

Infidel (in’ fuh dul) [N not + FID faith]—lit. not faithful; a person who does not believe in a particular religion.  The Muslims were in conflict with the infidels.

Infidelity (in fuh del’ uh tee) [IN not + FID faith]—unfaithfulness, especially in marriage.  No one has ever accused him of infidelity.

Perfidious (per fid’ ee us) [PER through + FID faith]—deceiving through a pretense of faith; treacherous.  Her perfidious actions branded her as someone not to be trusted.
