Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 3


ANN, ENN - year

Words containing ANN or ENN will have something to do with year. An anniversary is the return of some event every year. Annual means happening every year, and semiannual means happening every half year. Biannual and biennial are easily confused because they both come from BI (meaning two) and ANN or ENN (meaning year). Just remember that biannual and semiannual  (both meaning twice a year) sound alike, whereas biennial (meaning every two years) sounds different.

Annals (an’uls) [ANN year] Noun. A written account of events year by year; historical records. We searched the annals of the police library to determine when the murder occurred.

Anniversary (an uh vurs' uh re) [ANN year + VERS to turn] Noun. The yearly return of  the date of some memorable event. We're making plans for our parents' wedding anniversary.

Annual (an' yO ul) [ANN year] Adjective. Yearly. We have an annual family reunion in July.

Annuity (un nO' uh te) Noun. An investment that provides fixed payments yearly or at other regular intervals. After paying into her annuity for years, she now receives a check every month.

Biannual (bi an' yOul) [BI two + ANN year] Adjective. Occuring two time a year. The president made annual reports in January and July.

Biennial (bi en' ē ul) [BI two + ENN year] Adjective. Occurring every two years. The society holds a biennial convention in the even numbered years.

Centennial (sen ten' ē ul) [CENT hundred + ENN year] Noun or adjective. A hundredth anniversary. During the Centennial year of 1876, Philadelphia was host to a celebration of 100 years of American cultural and industrial progress. 

Millennium (muh len' ē um) [MILLI thousand + ENN year] Noun. A period of a thousand years. From the Bible, Christ is to reign for a period of a thousand years on Earth; thus, a period of prosperity and happiness. Some economic reformers today are hoping for nothing short of a millennium.

Per annum (pur an' um) [PER through + ANN yearly] Adverb. By the year; annually. The chairperson received a fixed salary per annum.

Perennial (puh ren'  ē  ul) [PER through + ENN year] Adjective. Having a life cycle lasting through more than two years, as a perennial plant. Also, lasting many years, as perennial youth. The couple planted their new garden with perennial flowers; they want to plant their yard only once and enjoy their garden annually.

Semiannual (sem  ē an' yO ul) [SEMI half + ANN year] Adjective. Half yearly. Occuring two times a year. The department store had its first semiannual sale of the year.

Superannuated (sO pur an' yO ā  tid) [Super above + ANN year] Adjective. Retired because of age or beyond the year of retirement; outdated. Now that he was superannuated, he had time for his hobbies.

also anno Domini (abbrev.  A.D.) -Latin for The Year Of Our Lord. A date such as 1945 A.D. literally means 'the 1945th year of our lord', the lord in question being Jesus Christ, providing a religious context and clearly distinguishing the time from an earlier era, where B.C is used instead. 


