Cornelius/English
           Vocabulary List 30

 MAL – bad

In the medieval calendar, two days in each month were marked as dies mali (evil days) – January 1 and 25, February 4 and 26, March 1 and 28, April 10 and 20, May 3 and 25, June 10 and 16, July 13 and 22, August 1 and 30, September 3 and 21, October 3 and 22, November 5 and 28, and December 7 and 22. Any enterprise begun on one of these bad days was certain to end in failure. Our word dismal comes from dies mali, but today a dismal day is merely gloomy or depressing.


Was he really ill when he when he stayed at home from work during the week of the World Series, or was he malingering? Malinger originally meant to be in bad health, but, as with many words, it has changed over the years and now means to pretend to be ill in order to avoid duty or work. If you stay home from work pretending to be ill, you’re malingering. If you claim you have a bad back when the sidewalk needs shoveling, if you develop a headache when you’re supposed to go to a boring meeting, if you are too weary after dinner to help with the dishes- you could be malingering.


A number of words beginning with MAL are easy to understand because MAL simply gives the word a “bad” meaning, e.g. Draco Malfoy.

Maladroit (mal uh droit’) – not adroit; not skillful; awkward; clumsy. The new supervisor was maladroit in dealing with the employees.

Malady (mal’ uh dee) – lit. a bad condition; a disease. Medical science has reduced the number of maladies humans experience

Malaise(mal az’) [MAL bad + AISE ease] – a vague feeling of illness or depression. As she was preparing for the interview, a slight malaise came over her.

Malapropism (mal’ uh prop iz uhm)—lit. badly appropriate; not appropriate; a ludicrous misuse of a word that sounds somewhat like the word intended.  (From Sheridan’s play The Rivals in which Mrs. Malaprop misuses words, as when she speaks of a shrewd awakening instead of a rude awakening.)  Archie Bunker made television viewers of the seventies laugh at his malapropisms, as when he said, “The donor may wish to remain unanimous.”

Malaria (muh ler’ ee uh) [MAL bad + AER air] – a disease once thought to be caused by bad air from the swamps.  Malaria is often contracted in the tropics.

Malcontent (mal’ kun tent) – lit. one who is badly contented; a discontented or rebellious person.  He was a born malcontent, always complaining.

Malediction (mal uh dik’ shun) [MAL bad + DICT to speak] – a curse (opposite of benediction).  The leader of the cult pronounced a malediction upon all those who did not follow him.

Malevolent (muh lev’ uh lunt) [MAL bad + VOL to wish] – wishing evil toward others.  The defendant cast a malevolent glance toward his accuser.

Malfeasance (mal fee zuns) [MAL bad + FAC to do] – wrongdoing, especially by a public official.  The mayor was accused of malfeasance in his distribution of public funds.

Malice (mal’ is) – active bad feeling or ill will.  The past president felt no malice toward the candidate who defeated him.

Malicious (muh lish’ us) – intentionally bad or harmful.  She refused to listen to malicious gossip.

Malign (muh lin e’) – to speak evil of; to slander.  In the political debate, his opponent maligned him.

Malignant (muh lig’ nunt) – bad or harmful; likely to cause death. The biopsy revealed that the growth was not malignant; he would live. 

Maligner (muh ling’ gur) – to pretend to be in bad health to get out of work.  Since his headaches always occurred just at school time, we thought he was malingering.

