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METER, METR – measure

Although for years Americans have used the root METER in such words as thermometer, barometer, speedometer, and odometer, we are dragging our feet in adopting the metric system. Only two other countries in the world don’t use metric: Liberia and Myanmar (formerly called Burma). But now, with many states requiring metric instructions in the schools, perhaps we will eventually go along with the rest of the metric world. 

Barometer (bu rahm´ uh tur) [BAR pressure + METER measure] – an instrument for measuring atmospheric pressure and hence for assisting in predicting probable weather changes. Since the barometer reading is falling, I’m afraid we may have a storm.

Geometry (je ahm´ uh trē) [GEO earth + METR measure] – lit. Earth measuring; originally, the system of measuring distances on Earth through the use of angles; now, a branch of mathematics that deals with points, lines, planes, and solids. I find geometry easier than algebra because it deals with shapes.

Kilometer (kuh lom´ uh tur) [KILO thousand + METER measure] – 1,000 meters; approximately 0.62 mile. In Canada, the speed limits are posted in kilometers.

Metric System (me´ trik) – a decimal system of weights and measures based on the meter as a unit length and the kilogram as a unit mass. The metric system is used almost worldwide. 

Metronome (met´ ruh nōm) [METR measure + NOM law] – a clocklike instrument for measuring the exact time (law) in music by a regularly repeated tick. Practicing the piano with a metronome helped her keep perfect time.

Odometer (o dom´ uh tur) [OD road + METER measure] – lit. a road measure; an instrument for measuring the distance traveled by a vehicle. His policy was to trade in his car when the odometer registered 50,000 miles. 

Parameter (puh ram´ uh tar) [PARA beside + METER measure] – a fixed limit or boundary. Stay within the parameters of the present budget. 

Pedometer (pi dom´ uh tur) [PED foot + METER measure] – an instrument that measures the distance walked by recording the number of steps taken. To make sure she walked two miles a day, she took a pedometer with her. 

Perimeter (puh rim´ uh tur) [PERI around + METER measure] – the boundary around an area. An old rail fence ran along the perimeter of his farm.

Symmetrical (si met´ ri kul) [SYM together + METR measure] – lit. measured together; having both sides exactly alike. He made a symmetrical flower arrangement for the center of the table.

Tachometer (ta kahm´ uh tur) [TACH speed + METER measure] – an instrument used to measure the speed of a revolving shaft in revolutions per minute. My tachometer indicated that my engine was going too fast. 

Trigonometry (trig uh nom´ uh trē) [TRI three + GON angle + METR measure] – the branch of mathematics that deals with the relations between the sides and angles of triangles and the calculations based on these. Her knowledge of trigonometry was of value in her surveying job.


