Ms. Cornelius/English
         Vocabulary List 33


MONO – one

There are two roots meaning one–UNI (as in unanimous, unify, unison) and MONO. MONO is found in such words as monoplane (having only one pair of wings), monarchy (having one ruler), and monotheism (belief in one God). Two words we don’t usually think of as containing MONO are monk and monastery. A monk was originally one religious man living alone and a monastery was a dwelling for monks living in seclusion from the world. 

Monarchy (mahn΄ ahr key) [MONO one + ARCH ruler] – a government with one hereditary ruler. At the end of the war, the monarchy became a democracy.

Monastery (mahn΄ uh ster ē) – a dwelling place for monks living secluded from the world. The monastery was high in the mountains.

Monk (munk) – originally, one religious man living alone; now, a member of a religious brotherhood living in a monastery. The monks formed a school for the disabled.

Monocle (mon΄ uh kul) [MONO one + OCUL eye] – an eyeglass for one eye. The English gentleman looked at us through his monocle.

Monogamy (muh nog΄ uh mē) [MONO one + GAM marriage] – marriage to only one person at a time. Monogamy is practiced in most countries today.

Monolith (mon΄ uh lith) [MONO one + LITH stone] – one single large piece of stone, as a monument or a statue. The monoliths at Stonehenge were transported from a great distance in prehistoric times.

Monolithic (mon uh lith΄ ik) [MONO one + LITH stone] – like one single stone, hence solid, massive, and uniform. The corporation had become monolithic with one strong central organization.

Monopoly (muh nahp΄ uh lē) [MONO one + POLY to sell] – exclusive control by one group of a commodity or service. The student store had a monopoly on selling college sweatshirts.

Monosyllable (mon΄ uh sil uh bul) – a word of one syllable. She thought she had to speak to the child in monosyllables.

Monotheism (mon΄ uh thē iz um) [MONO one + THE god] – the belief that there is only one God. Unlike their neighbors, the early Hebrews held to monotheism.

Monotone (mon΄ uh tōn) [MONO one + TON tone] – having one tone; lack of variety in tone. Because the professor always spoke in a monotone, his students fell asleep.

Monotonous (muh not΄ nus) [MONO one + TON tone] – lit. one tone; having no variation. Her constant complaints became monotonous. 
