Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 36


PATH – feeling, suffering

Do you feel sympathy or empathy when the boy on stage has forgotten his speech? And do you feel apathy or antipathy toward the ideas a lecturer is presenting? 
All four words – sympathy, empathy, apathy, and antipathy – describe feelings because they all contain the root PATH feeling. Sympathy [SYM together + PATH feeling] is literally feeling together with someone. Empathy [EM in + PATH feeling] is a stronger word, indicating that you identify with someone so closely that you feel “in” that person’s position. Apathy [A without + PATH feeling] means a lack of feeling, indifference. Antipathy [ANTI against + PATH feeling] means a feeling against someone or something, a strong dislike. 
You will, of course, feel sympathy for the boy who is having stage fright, but if he happens to be your child, you will also feel empathy – identifying with him and participating in his suffering.
If the ideas a lecturer is presenting are boring, you’ll feel apathy or indifference. You’ll be apathetic, without feeling. But if you strongly disagree with the ideas, then you’ll feel antipathy toward them and perhaps even toward the lecturer. 

Antipathy (an tip uh the) [ANTI against + PATH feeling] – a feeling against someone or something; a strong dislike. His antipathy toward those who disagreed with his idea was obvious.

Apathetic (ap uh thet ik) [A without + PATH feeling] – without feeling; indifferent. When she failed to get a promotion, she became apathetic about her job and no longer did her best.
Apathy (ap uh the) [A without + PATH feeling] – a lack of feeling; indifference. Voter apathy was to blame for the poor turnout on Election Day.

Empathy (em puh the) [EM in + PATH feeling] – lit. a feeling as if one were in the other person’s place; an understanding so intimate that one participates in another’s feelings. Because he had been unemployed the year before, he now felt empathy for his unemployed friend.

Pathetic (puh thet ik) – arousing feelings of pity. The dog’s hunt for her missing pup was pathetic.

Pathological (path uh loj i kul) – caused by disease. It was finally determined that her inability to concentrate was pathological. 

Pathology (pa thol uh je) [PATH suffering + -LOGY study of] – lit. the study of suffering; the scientific study of the nature of disease, especially the structural and functional changes caused by disease. The doctor preferred doing laboratory research in pathology to treating patients. 

Pathos (pa thos) – a quality, especially in literature, that arouses emotion. My sister loves movies full of pathos, movies she can cry over. 

Psychopathic (si ko path ik) [PSYCH mind + PATH suffering] – lit. suffering in the mind; mentally disordered. The search for the psychopathic killer ended in his capture.

Sympathy (sim puh the) [SYM together + PATH feeling] – lit. a feeling together with someone or something; a feeling for another person. Everyone felt sympathy for the girl who lost the race. 

