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Ped – foot

Two words containing PED were originally concerned with getting one’s foot in an entanglement.  Impede [IM in + PED foot] meant to get one’s foot into an entanglement and thus hinder one’s progress. Through the years, it has lost the meaning of the foot in an entanglement and now has come to mean merely to hinder the progress of.   Expedite [EX out + PED foot] originally meant to get one’s foot out of an entanglement and thus to speed up one’s progress.  Expedite too has lost the meaning of the foot in an entanglement and today means merely to speed the progress of, to help along.  One might say that a poor vocabulary with will impede your progress in college, whereas a large vocabulary will expedite your progress by helping you read with more understanding.

Centipede (sen’ tuh peed)[CENT hundred + PED foot] – a wormlike invertebrate popularly supposed to have a hundred feet.  In the tropics, centipedes invaded our cottage.

Expedient (ek spee de unt) - getting a desired result.  It might be expedient to start writing your paper long before it is due.

Expedite (ek’ sph diit) [EX out + PED foot] – lit. to get the foot out of an entanglement; to speed the progress of, to help along.  To expedite your registration, fill out the forms ahead of time.

Expedition (ek spuh dish’ un) [EX out + PED foot] – lit. freeing the foot; a journey for a definite purpose.  The expedition to the North Pole brought back much scientific information.

Impede (m peed’) [IM in+ PED foot] – lit. to get the foot in an entanglement; to hinder the progress of.  An inability to read rapidly may impede one’s academic progress.

Impediment (im ped’ uh munt) [IM in+ PED foot] – lit. entanglement of the foot; anything that hinders.  The famous Greek orator Demosthenes had to overcome a speech impediment.

Pedal (ped’ uh) [PED foot] – a lever operated by the foot.  The little fellow could not reach the pedals on his bike.

Pedestrian (pu des’ tre un) [PED foot] – one who goes on foot; also, commonplace or dull, as a pedestrian style of writing.  Please do not write in a pedestrian style during your AP Literature exam; elevate your vocabulary to make your writing more eloquent.
Pedigree (ped’ uh gree) [ from the French PIED foot + DE of + GRUE crane] – lit. the foot of a crane, so called because the three-line diagram used to indicate descent looks like a crane’s foot; a record of ancestry.  The collie’s pedigree made him a valuable show dog.
Quadruped (kwahd’ rO pd) [QUADR four + PED foot] – a four-footed animal.  Most mammals are quadrupeds. 
