Cornelius/English
                                 Vocabulary List 42

PRE – before

PRE at the beginning of a word always means before and is easy to understand in such words as preschool, premature, prehistoric, premeditate, prejudge and precaution.  But sometimes, the meaning is not so obvious.  For example, precocious [PRE before + COQUERE o cook, to ripen] originally applied to fruit that ripened early (before time).  Today, it describes someone who has matured earlier than usual, particularly mentally.  Children who are unusually smart for their years are called precocious.  They have ripened early!
Preamble (pre’ am bul) [PRE before + AMBUL to walk] – lit. a walking before; a preliminary statement to a document.  Have you read the Preamble to the Constitution?

Precedent (pres’ uh dunt) [PRE before + CED to go] – an act that goes before and may serve as an example for later acts.  By giving his prize to charity, he set a precedent that later winners followed.

Precipitate (pri sip’ uh taat) [PRE before + CAPIT head] –lit. to dash head-first; to hasten the occurrence of.  The scandal precipitated his ruin.

Preclude (pri klOd’) [Pre before + CLUD to shut] – lit. to shut out beforehand; to make impossible by a previous action; to prevent.  His poor record with the company may preclude his getting another job.

Precise (pre sis’) [PRE before + CIS to cut] – lit. to cut off unnecessary parts beforehand; sharply defined and exact.  Her descriptions were always precise.

Precocious (pi ko’ shus) [PRE before + COQUERE to cook, ripen] – lit.  ripened before time; prematurely developed, as a precocious child.  The child was precocious, having learned to read at four.

Predilection (pred l ek’ shin) [Pre before + DILIGERE to love] – lit. to love before others; a preference.  Her predilection for classical music kept her from being an impartial judge in the music concert.

Preeminent (pre em’ un nunt) [PRE before + EMINERE to stand out] - standing out before all others.  Edison was preeminent among the inventors of is day.

Prejudice (prej’ ud us) [PRE before + JUD judge] – a judgment formed beforehand without examination of the facts.  She finally realized that her intolerance of the newcomers was simply unfounded prejudice.

Prelude (prel’ Od) [PrE before + LUD to play]- an introductory piece of music; a concert piece for piano or orchestra.  She played a Chopin prelude at the recital.  Also, an introductory performance or action preceding a more important one.  The passage of that law was the prelude to further civil rights legislation

Preponderant (pre pen’ du runt) [PRE before + PONDER weight] - outweighing, having more power or importance.  The preponderant theme of the speakers was the future welfare of the institution.

Prerequisite (pre rek’ wuh zit) – something required beforehand.  Algebra is a prerequisite for geometry.

Presage (pres’ ij) [PRE before + SAGIRE to perceive] – to perceive beforehand; to predict.  Lack of cooperation among the employees presages trouble in the industry.  Those dark clouds presage a storm.

