Cornelius/English
                       Vocabulary List 44


RE – back, again

What would you do with a recalcitrant child? First you might have to figure out the meaning of recalcitrant.  Since RE means back and CALC means heel, recalcitrant means literally kicking back the heels.  Once used in referring to horses and mules, it now is applied to human beings.  Therefore a recalcitrant child would be one who is kicking back, obstinate, stubbornly rebellious.

The meaning of many words that begin with RE are simple. Return is simply to turn again, recall is to call again, and reconstruct is to construct again.  Here are some more familiar words for which you won’t need pronunciation help or example sentences.

Recede [RE back + CED to go] – to go back. The river recedes from its banks.

Receive [RE back + CAP to make] – lit. to take again; to take something offered. He received the gift from his mother.

Recreation [RE again + CREAT to create] – lit. a creating again; the refreshment of mind or body through some form of play or amusement. The children were allowed one half hour of recreation after their morning lessons.

Referee [RE back + FER to carry] – one to whom questions are carried back. The referee judged the sports contest.

Remit [RE back + MIT to send] – to send back, as to remit payment. I will remit my electric payment on its due date.
Reside [RE back + SID to sit] – lit. to sit back; to dwell as to reside in a house. She resided with her mother temporarily.
Residue [RE back + SID to sit] – lit. that which sits back; the part that remains after part has been separated away, as the residue in the bottom of a vase. Before recycling the ketchup bottle, he had to clean out the residue at its bottom.

Retain [RE back + TEN to hold] – to hold back or keep in one’s possession. I will retain my maiden name is I marry.
Revenue [RE back + VEN to come] – money that comes back from an investment or other source; taxes and other income collected by a government. The revenue collected from taxes pays for my child’s education.
Revise [RE again + VIS to see] – to see again in order to correct errors. I always need to revise assignments before submitting.
Revive [RE again + VIV to live] – to cause to live again. The swimmer was revived by CPR after going under a huge ocean wave.
Recalcitrant (re kal’ suh turnt) [RE back + CALC heel]  lit. kicking back the heels; obstinate; stubbornly rebellious.  It’s useless to argue with her when she’s in a recalcitrant mood.

Recession (ri sesh’ un) [RE back + CESS to go] – a period of reduced economic activity.  The state feared a business recession.

Recant (ri kant’) [RE back + CANT to sing] – to renounce a belief formerly held, especially in a formal or public manner.  The judge chose to recant publicly his former stand on capital punishment.

Recluse (rek’ lOs) [RE back + CLUS to shut] - one who lives shut back from the world.  The poet Emily Dickinson lived as a recluse in her house in Amherst.

Remiss (re mis’) [RE back +MISS to send] – lit. send back; negligent; lax in attending to dusty.  I’m remiss about doing exercises.

Renaissance (ren’ uh sahns) [RE again + NASC to be born] – a rebirth; the revival of classical art, literature, and learning in Europe in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries.  Michelangelo was an artist of the Renaissance.

Resilience (ri zil’ yunts) [RE again + SIL to leap] – lit. to leap again; the ability to recover quickly from illness, change, or misfortune.  With her customary resilience, she bounced back after her long illness.

Revert (ri vurt’) [RE back + VERT to turn] – lit. to turn back; to return to a former habit or condition.  Occasionally, she would revert to her childhood dialect and say, “Y’all.”
