Cornelius/English
                         Vocabulary List 46


SED, SID, SESS – To Sit
If you have a SEDentary job, you probably sit at a desk all day.  If you work asSIDuously, you literally sit at your work until it is finished.  And if you have an inSIDious habit, it is one that does not seem very bad at first but that sits in wait for you, ready to become more and more harmful.

Assess (uh ses’) [AD to + SESS to sit] – lt. to sit near, to a judge (as an assistant); to estimate the value of property for taxation.  Their property was assessed at a higher rate than formerly.

Assiduous (uh sij’ O us) – lit.  sitting at something until it is finished; persistent.  The new clerk was assiduous in performing all his duties.

Insidious (in sid’ ee us) [IN in + SID to sit] – lit.  sitting in wait for; treacherous, more dangerous than seems evident.  Malaria is an insidious disease, remaining in the body ready to strike again and again.

Obsess (u ses’) [OB against + SESS to sit] – to sit against; to besiege like an evil spirit; to preoccupy the mind abnormally.  He was obsessed with the fear of failure.

Preside (pri ziid’) [PRE before + SID to sit] – lit. to sit before a meeting, to conduct it.  The vice president had to preside in the president’s absence.

President (prez ud’ unt) [PRE before + SID to sit] lit.  one who sits before a group as its head.  We waited for the president to state his views.

Sedative (sed’ uh tiv) – lit.  a medicine that makes one sit down or quiet down; a medicine that calms nervousness or excitement.  The doctor prescribed a sedative to calm him.

Sedentary (sed’ n ter ee) – requiring much sitting.  Because he had a sedentary job, he didn’t get enough exercise.

Sediment (sed’ uh munt) – material that sits at the bottom of a liquid, as the sediment in a stream.  We noted the sediment in the bottom of the glass.

Session (sesh’ uh) – the sitting together of a group.  School is in session now.
Siege (seej) – lit.  sitting down before a town with the intention of capturing it; a prolonged attack, as of illness.  She had a siege of flu that lasted all winter.

Subside (sub siid’) [SUB under + SID to sit] – lit. to sit under; to sink to a lower level; to settle down.  After midnight, the noise subsided.

Subsidiary (sub siid ee ere e) [SUB under + SID to sit] – lit.  sitting under; serving to assist or supplement; subordinate.  The company had several subsidiary branches.

Subsidy (sub’ suh dee) [SUB under + SID to sit] – lit.  sitting under prices to hold them up; governmental financial support.  When corn prices were low, the farmers received a subsidy.

Supersede (sO pur seed’) [SUPER above + SED to sit] – lit.  to sit above; to take the place of; to displace.  Solar heating is superseding other forms of heating in many areas.
