Cornelius/English
                                    Vocabulary List 47


SPEC, SPIC, SPECT – to look

In ancient Rome, certain men were appointed to look at the flight of birds for omens or signs.  The kind of birds, their position in the sky, and the direction of their flight determined whether or not the time was auspicious [AVI bird + SPIC to look] for any new undertaking.  AuSPICious came to mean “full of good omens,” and today we still speak of an auspicious time to ask a favor or to suggest a new policy.

Aspect (as’ pekt) [AD to + SPECT to look] – the way something looks from a certain point of view.  He was concerned about another aspect of the case.

Auspicious (aw spish’ us) [AVI bird + SPIC to look] – originally, looking at the flight of the birds for omens; today, promising good luck; favorable.  It wasn’t an auspicious time to ask for a raise.

Conspicuous (kun spik’ yuh wus) [CON (intensive) + SPIC to look] – easy to notice (look at); obvious.  Her late arrival made her conspicuous.

Despicable (duh spik’ uh bul) [DE down + SPIC to look] – looked down on; deserving to be despised; contemptible.  Reading someone else’s mail is despicable.

Inspect (in spekt’) [IN into + SPECT to look] – to look into carefully.  We waited for the border guard to inspect our luggage.

Introspection (in truh spek’ shun) [INTRO within + SPECT to look] – a looking within one’s own mind.  Introspection was valuable in helping her solve some of her problems.

Perspective (pur spek’ tiv) [PER through + SPECT to look] – the ability to look at things in their true relationship; point of view.  If you consider a difficulty insurmountable, you are considering it from your perspective.

Perspicacious (per spi kaa’ shus) [PER through + SPIC to look] – having the ability to look through something and understand it; perceptive.  In dealing with individual employee problems, he was exceptionally perspicacious.

Prospect (prah’ spekt) [PRO forward + SPECT to look] – a looking forward; the outlook for something, as a prospect for a good crop.  The prospect for lower taxes is slim.

Respect (ri spekt’) [RE again + SPECT to look] – lit. to look on again; to look on with regard or esteem.  We have the greatest respect for our leader.

Retrospect (ret ruh spekt) [RETRO backward + SPECT to look] – a looking backward.  In retrospect, his life did not seem so unhappy.

Specious (spee’ shus) – looking good on first sight but actually not so.  It was hard to not be taken in by the specious advertising for the baldness remedy.

Specter (spec’ tur) – a mental image that looks real; a ghost; any object of fear or dread.  Her father was troubled by the specter of unemployment.

Spectrum (spek’ trum) – a series of colored bands seen when light passes through a prism.  All the colors of the spectrum were included in her painting.  Also, a broad range of ideas or activities.  His interests included the entire spectrum of the arts.

Speculate (spek’ tuh laat) – lit. to look at; to reflect on or ponder.  The candidate speculated on his chances of winning.
