Cornelius/English
                              Vocabulary List 49


SUPER – Above, over
How do you describe people who raise their eyebrows and look down on others in a haughty way? Two roots – SUPER above and CILIUM eyelid – combined to form the Latin word supercilium meaning eyebrow.  Eventually, anyone who raised their eyebrows in a haughty way came to be called a supercilious person. A “raised-eyebrows” person.

Insuperable (in sO’ pur uh bul) [IN not + SUPER over] – not capable of being overcome.  His height was an insuperable barrier to his becoming a jockey.

Soprano (su pran’ oo) – one having a voice range above other voices.  Her soprano solo won top honors.

Superb (su purb’) – above ordinary quality; excellent.  That was a superb performance.

Supercilious (sO pur sil’ e us) [SUPER above + CILIUM eyelid] – lit. above the eyelid; eyebrows raised in a haughty way.  She cast a supercilious glance at the person who had dared to disagree with her.

Superfluous (su pur’ fO wus) [SUPER over + FLU to flow] – lit. overflowing what is needed; extra.  The essay was full of superfluous words.

Superimpose (sO pur m poza’) – to play something over something else.  The modern painting had been superimposed on an old masterpiece.

Superior (su pir’ e ur) – above others. Our home team was superior.

Supernumerary (sO pur nO ‘ muh rer ee) [SUPER above + NUMBER number] – someone in excess of (above) the number required; an extra.  Since she was given no work to do, she felt like a supernumerary.  Also, a performer in the theater without a speaking part.   He was a supernumerary in the mob scene.

Supersonic (sO pur son ik) [SUPER above + SON sound]- above the speed of sound.  Supersonic planes can cause the sound known as the sonic boom.

Superstition (sO’ pur stish’ un) [SUPER above + STA to stand] – lit. a belief standing above other beliefs; a belief that is inconsistent with the known laws of science.  Believing that the number 13 is unlucky is a superstition.

Supervise (sO’ pur viiz) [SUPER over + VIS to see] – to oversee others.  She will supervise the preschoolers.

Supervisor (sO’ pur viiz zur) [SUPER over + VIS to see] – one who oversees others.  She is the supervisor of the preschool.

Supreme (su preem’) – above all others; highest in rank.  He considers himself the supreme authority in that company.

Surplus (sur’ plus) [SUPER above + PLUS more] – lit. above more; above what is needed. We have a surplus of volunteers.

