Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 50


SYN, SYM, SYL –together, with
Among the ancient Greeks, a symposium was a drinking together party [SYM together + POS to drink], especially after a banquet.  Through the years, the meaning has changed until today a symposium is no longer a drinking party but a meeting or conference at which several speakers come together to deliver opinions on a certain topic.

The roots SYN, SYM, and SYL mean “together” in such words as symmetrical, sympathy, symphony, and synchronize.  Whether at word will begin with SYN, SYM, or SYL often depends on what letter follows.  Force instance, it would be difficult to pronounce SYMmetrical; therefore SYN becomes SYM. 
Syllogism (sil’ uh jizz um) [SYL together + LOG word] – lit. words together; a form of argument or reasoning consisting of two statements and a conclusion drawn from them.  Here is an example of a syllogism; All mammals are warm-blooded; whales are mammals; therefore whales are warm-blooded.
Symbol (sim’ bul) [SYM together + BOL to ghrow] – lit. things thrown together for comparison; something that represents something else.  Diamonds are a symbol of wealth.

Symposium (sim po’ zee um) [SYM together + POS to drink] – originally, a drinking (together) party following a banquet among the early Greeks; now, a meeting at which several speakers deliver opinions on a certain topic.  A symposium on the use of national parks was held in Washington, D.C.

Synagogue (sin’ u gahg) [SYN together + AGOG to lead] – a place where Jews come together for worship.  We visited an architecturally famous synagogue in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.

Syndrome (sin drOm) [SYN together + DROM to run] –lit. a running together; a group of symptoms that run together and indicate a specific disease or condition.  He had the usual flu syndrome; sore throat, headache, and aching muscles.

