Cornelius/English
                          Vocabulary List 52


TORT – to twist

If you are driving along a little-traveled mountain road, you will certainly understand the meaning of tortuous. It comes from the root TORT to twist and means full of twists and turns. You can speak of a tortuous road, a tortuous path through the woods, a tortuous climb down a mountain, a tortuous career with advances and reverses all along the way, or tortuous arguments that wander all over rather than moving directly toward a goal. Tortuous may also mean morally twisted, deceitful, and not straight-forward. Tortuous explanations may twist the truth, and tortuous deals may be twisted or crooked.

Tortuous must not be confused with tortuRous, which is related to torture and means inflicting physical or mental pain.

Contortionist (kun tawr´ shun ist) [CON together + TORT to twist] – an acrobat who can twist the body and limbs into extraordinary positions. At the circus, we watched an expert contortionist.

Distort (dis tawrt´) [DIS away + TORT to twist] – lit. to twist away; to twist from the true meaning, as to distort the facts. Her description of the accident distorted the facts.

Extort (ik stawrt´) [EX out + TORT to twist] – lit. to twist something out; to obtain by violence or threat. They tried to extort money by blackmail.

Retort (ri tawrt´) [RE back + TORT to twist] – lit. a twisting back on the giver; a reply to an insult or a criticism. His retort to her criticism was shattering.

Torch (tawrch) – a portable light produced by a flammable material twisted around the end of a stick and ignited (early torches were made of twisted flax dipped in tallow). We watched the torchlight parade.

Torment (tawr ment´) – lit. to twist; to annoy. Along the shore, the mosquitoes tormented us.
Tort (tawrt) – lit. a twisted action; a wrongful act, injury, or damage for which a civil suit can be brought for damages. If a person breaks a shop window, that person has committed a tort against the shop owner. 

Tortoise (tawr´ tus) – a turtle, especially, a land turtle, so called perhaps because of its twisted feet. The waitress worked at the speed of a tortoise.

Tortuous (tawrch´ uh wus) – full of twists and turns. Drive cautiously because that’s a tortuous road. Also, not straightforward; deceitful. Her tortuous dealings gave her the reputation of being untrustworthy.

Torture (tawr´ chur) – any severe physical or mental pain. Waiting for the judges’ decision after the contest was torture.

Torturous (tawrch´ uh rus) – inflicting physical or mental pain. The defendant had to undergo torturous questioning. 
