Cornelius/English
                                Vocabulary List 55


VERT, VERS – to turn

A verse or line of poetry comes from the root VERS, to turn. Just as a plow makes a furrow and then at the end of the furrow turns to make another parallel one, so a verse of poetry turns when it comes to the end of the line and goes back to make another line.

Universe also comes from the root VERS. It is made up of UNI one and VERS to turn and means literally all things that exist turned into one. The ancients thought that all the heavenly bodies were turning around the Earth, turning into one whole.

Adversary (ad’ vur ser e) [AD against + VERS to turn] – lit. one turned against another; opponent. She easily defeated her adversary in the contest.
Adverse (ad vurs) [AD against + VERS to turn] – turned against; unfavorable. The company had to cope with adverse publicity. 

Adversity (ad vur suh te) [AD against + VERS to turn] – the state of being turned against; misfortune.  His years of adversity made him sympathetic to others in trouble.

Advertise (ad vur tiz) [AD to + VERT to turn] – to turn attention to. I’m going to advertise my bike for sale.
Averse (uh vurs) [AB from + VERS to turn] – lit. to turn from; having a feeling of great distaste. Having lost so much money on the lottery, she was averse to risking any more.

Aversion (uh vur zhun) [AB away + VERS to turn] – lit. a turning away; extreme dislike. Because of her aversion to work, she never held a job long.

Avert (uh vurt) [AB away + VERT to turn] – to turn away. She averted her eyes from the unpleasant scene. Also, to prevent. By taking preventative measures, they hope to avert another disaster. 

Controversy (kahn truh vur se) [CONTRA against + VERS to turn] – lit. opinions turned against each other; a dispute. The controversy over the use of the land remained unsettled.

Convert (kun vurt) [CON together + VERT to turn] – lit. to turn together to the same belief; to turn from one belief to another. They tried to convert me to their political beliefs.
Divert (duh vurt) [DI away + VERT to turn] – to turn away, as to turn someone’s attention away from something. I tried to listen to the lecture, but the whispering behind me diverted my attention.

Inadvertent (in ud vur tunt) [IN not + AD to + VERT to turn] – lit. not turning one’s mind to a matter, unintentional. He made an inadvertent reference to the plans for the surprise party.

Introvert (in truh vurt) [INTRO within + VERT to turn] – lit. one who turns within; one whose thoughts and interests are directed inward. Introverts think mainly about themselves.

Obverse (ob vurs) [OB toward + VERS to turn] – turned towards the observer; the side bearing the main design (as opposed to reverse). The obverse side of a U.S. coin bears the main design and the date.

Perverse (pur vurs) [PER (intensive) + VERS to turn] – turned away from what is right or good; obstinately disobedient or difficult. Always perverse, he opposed the wishes of the group.

Universe (yoo nuh vurs) [UNI one + VERS to turn] – lit. all things that exist turned into one; everything in the heavens turned into one whole. I’m learning about the universe in my astronomy course.
Versatile (vur suh tul) – able to turn easily from one subject or occupation to another; competent in many fields. An unusually versatile actor, he is able to play any role from hero to clown.

Verse (vurs) [VERS to turn – lit. turning from one line to the next in poetry, like a plow turning to make parallel furrows. I wrote a verse for my Christmas cards this year.

Version (vur zhun) (vur’ zhun) [VERS to turn] – a translation or turning of one language into another, as a version of Homer; an account related from a specific pint of view, as a version of an accident.  My brother’s version of the accident and mine differed.

