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VIA – way
In Roman times, a place where three roads met was called the three way place or trivia (TRI three + VIA way).  When people on their way to the market gathered at that place to chat about unimportant matters, their talk came to be called trivia, or three-way talk.   Eventually any talk about unimportant things was called trivial.  So today, when we talk about trivial things, we are reminded of those Romans who did likewise.

Deviate (de’ ve aat) [DE from + VIA way] – to turn away from an established way.  Anyone who deviates from the rules is likely to be in trouble.
Deviation (de ve a’ shun) [DE from + VIA way] – a turning aside from an established way.  The chairperson would not tolerate the slightest deviation from parliamentary rules.
Devious (de’ ve us) [DE from + VIA way] – straying from the proper way; crooked.  His fortune had been made by devious means.
Impervious (im pur’ ve us)[IN not + PER through + VIA way] – lit. no way through; incapable of being passed through.  The cloth was impervious to water.  His mind was impervious to reason.
Obviate (ob’ ve aat) [OB against + VIA way] – lit. to come against something in the way and dispose of it; to prevent.  Careful planning will obviate future difficulties.
Obvious (ob’ ve us) [OB against + VIA way] – lit.  standing against one in that way; clearly visible; evident.  What we should do was obvious.
Previous (pre’ ve us) [PRE before + VIA way] – underway beforehand.  I learned that in a previous assignment.
Previous (pre’ ve us) [PRE before + VIA way] – underway beforehand.  I learned that in a previous assignment.
Trivia (triv’ e uh) [TRI three + VIA way] – lit.  three-way talk; originally, the commonplace matters discussed when neighborhood gossips met at the crossroads; any unimportant matters.  A knowledge of trivia is important for quiz show contestants.
Trivial (triv’ e ul) [TRI three + VIA way] – unimportant.  She became upset over the most trivial things.
Via (vi’ uh) [VIA way] – by way of.  We are going via Chicago.

Viaduct ( vi’ uh dukt) [VIA way + DUC to lead] – a bridge leading a road (way) over a valley.  The viaduct takes the road over the railroad tracks.
