Ms. Cornelius/English
Vocabulary List 6

ANTI – against, opposite

ANTI meaning against is easy to spot in such words as antifreeze and antisocial, but it can also help to clarify more difficult words.

Antagonist (an tag’ uh nist) [ANTI against + AGON struggle] – Noun. A person one struggles against in a contest. In literature and film, it is often the “bad guy”. The young wrestler was stronger than his antagonist.

Antagonize (an tag’ uh niz) [ANTI against + AGON struggle] – Verb. The act of incurring or provoking hostility. Pulling its tail will antagonize the cat!

Antibiotic (an ti bi ot’ ik) [ANTI against + BIO life] – Noun. A substance produced by a microorganism that destroys other harmful microorganisms. Penicillin is an antibiotic.

Antidote (an’ ti dot) [ANTI agaist + DOT to give] – Noun. A medicine that counteracts poison or disease. After the snake bit him, he was quickly given an antidote. Also, something that gives protection against something else. Plentiful jobs are one of the best antidotes to crime. Lastly, something that gives relief against something else. The comedy was a pleasant antidote to all the tragedies we had seen.
Antipathy (an tip’ uh the) [ANTI against + PATHOS feelings] – Noun. A strong feeling of dislike. Although a soldier, Mel felt no antipathy toward his opponents.

Antiseptic (an tuh sep’ tik) [ANTI agaist + SEPT putrid] – Noun. Against infection; capable of destroying microorganisms that cause disease. The nurse washed the wound with an antiseptic solution.
Antarctica (ant ark’ ti kuh) – Proper Noun. The continent opposite the Arctic. The Arctic is the region at the North Pole; Antarctica is the continent opposite it at the South Pole.

Anticlimax (an ti kli maks) – Noun. The opposite of the climax; a sudden drop from the important to the commonplace. Her present uninteresting job is an anticlimax to a brilliant career.

Antithesis (ant ith iss iss) – Noun. The direct opposite. South Park is the antithesis of Gumby; where Gumby is polite and present, South Park is rude and crude.
